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Reason for this Report 
SEED Reports are tools offered by the Just Care Family Network (JCFN) to help the community better understand mental health challenges, and to act on suggested solutions that will improve the social, emotional, spiritual, economic, and mental wellbeing of youth and families.  This easy to read document will allow you to have useful conversations. It will also help our neighborhoods, churches, governments, businesses, and other organizations make good decisions concerning the covered topics.  Hopefully the SEED reports will lead to improved mental health services for youth and families. It is our mission to make Shelby County healthier for all people.
 (
Question: 
How do 
the amount of deaths in Shelby County compare to the rates in other parts of Tennessee
? Using the cha
rt below, describe what you see.
*Teen Violent Deaths included motor or other accidents, suicides and 
h
omicides.
Note: West Tennessee includes Benton, Carroll, Chester, Crockett, Decatur, Dyer, Fayette, Gibson, Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson, Henry, Lake, Lauderdale, Madison, McNairy, Obion, Shelby, Tipton, and Weakley
.
While the total teen violent deaths for Tennessee 
went up and down
, the number of violent teen deaths in Shelby County 
increased 
consistently 
over the 03-07 year period. 
In 2008, Shelby County and West Tennessee show a decrease in violent teen deaths, although Tennessee as a whole shows a
n
 increase.
) (
In Case You Didn’t Know
The leading causes of death among teens and young adults ages 15-24 are car accidents, homicide, and suicide
. I
n 2006, Memphis had the second highest violent crime rate in the United States.  One of the programs created to address these issues is Operation: Safe Community.  This is a local collaboration of public leade
rs including Mayor A C Wharton and Bill Gibbons,
 
as well as 
Memphis businesses and community organizations.  
This plan is based on methods proven to work and is designed to reduce violent crime in Memphis.
  As a part of this city wide program, the Memphis Youth Violence Prevention Plan will 
help
 youth and families at risk for violence 
and 
get 
community resources that will promote positive, violence free living.  Risk factors for youth violence include being a child of teen parents, youth 16-19 years old who are unemployed or not attending school, youth with adults in the home not steadily working, and children living in poverty.    
The 
Just
 
Care Family Network has partnered with Operation: Safe Community, providing resources to help youth overcome these risks and helping youth and families cultivate thriving, non-violent behaviors and positive mental health.  If you would like to get involved in reducing youth violent crime
 in Memphis
, contact Just
 
Care Family Network at 901-454-7262.  
Source: www.operationsafecommunity.com/youthviolence;
 
www.nlm.nih.gov
)
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SEED reports are produced by the Center for the Advancement of Youth Development in collaboration with Youth That Care (YTC) and the Evaluation Working Group of Just Care Family Network.
 Copies of this report are available at www.advancingyouth.org.
)




Source: Source: Kids Count Data Center, http://datacenter.kidscount.org/Default.aspx.
Number of Teen Violent Deaths
Shelby County	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	27	34	36	41	49	31	West TN	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	53	68	67	71	84	52	Tennessee	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	171	215	182	216	199	227	
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